
Saskatchewan Lotteries was established in 1974 as a fundraiser for sport, 
culture and recreation activity in the province.  Initially led by the ingenuity 
of Saskatchewan volunteers, who shouldered the initial risk to establish a 
lottery delivery system in the province, Saskatchewan Lotteries has grown to 
become one of the most successful, efficient and enviable systems in Canada. 
 
Today, Saskatchewan Lotteries is a non-profit organization that, besides  
overseeing Saskatchewan’s role in the Western Canada Lottery Corporation, 
operates an ideal fundraiser for sport, culture and recreation.  Saskatchewan 
Lotteries provides the essential seed funding for these non-profits to  
maintain programs and services for the people of Saskatchewan, and help 
support and leverage further fundraising initiatives. 

What YOUR CULTURAL GROUP 
NEEDS TO KNOW about the… 
Saskatchewan Lotteries Trust Fund  
for Sport, Culture and Recreation 

As part of an interprovincial lottery system, along with Alberta and Manitoba, Saskatchewan Lotteries helps to develop and  
implement several national lottery games, including LOTTO 6/49, Sport Select, Scratch ‘N Win, and LOTTO Max.  It manages the  
relationships with lottery retailers throughout the province, develops regional games, such as Western 649, and  
sponsors local activity.   
 
Beyond the prize payouts and administration costs, the remaining revenues from Saskatchewan Lotteries go into the Saskatchewan 
Lotteries Trust Fund for Sport, Culture and Recreation, where funds are distributed through an extensive and efficient network of 

volunteer-based organizations anchored by three provincial 
organizations – Sask Sport Inc., SaskCulture Inc. and Saskatche-
wan Parks and Recreation Association Inc.—often referred to 
as the Tri-Global organizations.  Each Tri-Global manages a Sec-
tion of the Trust Fund. 
 
These three non-profit organizations work in partnership with 
the provincial government.  In order to operate the sole  
provincial lottery system, the Tri-Global partners pay a lottery 
licence fee to government based on a percentage of lottery 
revenues. Through this agreement with the Government of  
Saskatchewan, proceeds from Saskatchewan Lotteries are dedi-
cated to supporting sport, culture and recreation organizations 
whose work benefits communities throughout the province.   
 

The continued strength and stability of the lottery fundraiser comes from its support from community, the partnership between  
government and the tri-global organizations, and an ongoing commitment to maintaining an efficient and well-run sport, culture and 
recreation system focused on supporting the growth of Saskatchewan communities into the future. 
 



Back in 1974, there were less than 100 beneficiary groups.  Today, Saskatchewan 
Lotteries  Trust  Fund  for  Sport, Culture and Recreation is able  to  support a   
network of over 12,000 beneficiary sport, culture and recreation groups from over 
800 communities, with close to 600,000 program  registrations,  representing  
families and individuals, each year.   
 
The  delivery  system  is  so   well-embedded  into  the  Saskatchewan  way  of  life, and 
serves so much of the population – from its involvement in supporting large community 
sport and recreation programs to community and provincial festivals – that  it  is difficult to 
estimate exact participation numbers.   
 
By providing funding to support local sport, culture and recreation programming directed by 
local residents, as well as core support to many provincial sport, culture and recreation 
groups, Saskatchewan’s lottery system sustains the heartbeat of volunteer-driven activity – 
for the benefit of all residents. 
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Saskatchewan has one of the most successful  
volunteer- driven, lottery delivery networks in the 
country.   
 
Thousands of individuals – over 100,000 people - serve as 
non-profit board members on one or more of the 12,000 
organizations   that   deliver   sport,  culture  and/or  
recreation programming in the province.  As well, there 
are thousands more volunteer positions, which include 
coaches, instructors, officials, adjudicators, etc., whose 
contributions make the system affordable.   
 
These  volunteers make  up  a  substantial  portion of 
Saskatchewan’s estimated 330,000 volunteers.  It’s not 
surprising  that Saskatchewan has the highest rate of 
volunteerism in the country! 

When the doors to a facility are opened to the public, or registrations accepted 
for a program, the lottery funded system helps ensure that the premises and  
participants are in a safe, positive and respectful environment.   
 
As well, it helps ensure that coaches, leaders, officials, teachers and operators are  
accountable for the delivery of quality programs and services.  The training, certification 
and  ongoing  education  for rink, pool and park operators, fitness leaders, coaches and 
officials, as well as the levels required for quality cultural activity instruction, is the  
foundation for this assurance.   
 
High levels of expertise also contribute to positive and safe recreation, culture and sport 
experiences that are free from bullying, harassment and abuse.   
 
Prioritizing  quality environments helps ensure that families and communities in  
Saskatchewan have attractive and safe places to learn, play and grow. 
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It is no secret that those who maintain healthy, active lifestyles, which include 
participation in sport, culture and  recreation, understand these activities can 
help prevent a wide range of health conditions including heart disease, obesity, 
high blood pressure, depression and diabetes, to name a few.   
 
Besides the benefits of better health, these activities increase energy, confidence,  
creativity, mental acuity, social engagement and more.  The sport, culture and recreation  
system  in  Saskatchewan  has helped to ensure  that  these  programs  are available in 
most communities, as well as for different age groups and skill levels.   
 
Whether residents are interested in getting physically  fit,  finding  a hobby, exploring their 
environment, or expanding their creative minds, Saskatchewan residents will find sport, 
culture and recreation programs and services, most of which are supported in some way 
through  the  Saskatchewan Lotteries Trust Fund, to engage body, mind and/or spirit. 

The lottery delivery system continues to remain  
flexible to the continued growth and demographic 
shifts taking place in the province.   Programs  have  
grown  to  serve  the people of Saskatchewan.    
 
Over  the  past 10 years, thanks to several initiatives, there 
has been an increase in the involvement and participation  
of  First Nations  and  Métis peoples in sport, culture and 
recreation activities.   
 
As well, KidSport and Creative Kids were established in the 
province thanks to the Saskatchewan Lotteries partners to 
help  youth,  who  face social and financial barriers to  
participation, access sport and cultural programs of their 
choice. 
 
The lottery partners are also working to address other  
priority areas,  such  as  the increase in new immigrants, the 
aging population, increased opportunities for people with 
mental and/or  physical   disabilities,  as  well  as  concerns 
around bullying. Participation in sport, culture and  
recreation activities brings people together.  In many ways, 
these programs and services help participants build  
confidence, self-esteem, and increased  understanding  of  
each  other and any individual differences.   
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Quality of life refers to the general well-being of people 
and societies.  It is often associated with standard of 
living, which is closely tied to wealth and employment 
status; however, quality of life also includes a person’s 
environment, physical and mental health, education, 
leisure time, social support, community, political rights 
and personal well-being. 
 
Sport, culture and recreation programming and services, as 
well as its supportive infrastructure, are shaped by the  
communities that make up the network.  Each community has 
its own aspirations and identity and determines its own  
avenues for individual development and community  
engagement.  Besides all the areas that address different  
quality of life indicators, the very idea that each individual 
community is behind its own programming contributes to its 
residents’ quality of life.  Programs, such as Saskatchewan’s 
Winter and Summer Games, Ness Creek Music Festival, Swift 
Current’s Windscape Kite Festival and Bridgefest in the  
Battlefords area, are enmeshed in community culture and help 
increase social capital and community pride. 
 
The contribution of sport, culture and recreation to  
Saskatchewan is substantial.  It is often used as a theme to 
celebrate, or offered as a way to characterize what makes  
Saskatchewan the way it is.  It is at the heart of major events, 
and it is infused in our relationships and local pride.   
 
The Saskatchewan Lotteries partnership – which includes 
Sask Sport, SaskCulture, Saskatchewan Parks and Recreation 
Association, the provincial government and over 12,000 
lottery-funded groups – demonstrates the unique, made-in- 
Saskatchewan approach to building community!  
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT 

www.sasklotteries.ca. 

...contributes 
to quality  
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throughout  
the province. 

They may have started in a community soccer program, played trumpet in their local 
band, or skated at the community rink, but many Saskatchewan youth have benefited 
from the lottery-funded network from a very early age.  As they grow, they may  
become  track  and  field  stars,  play  the  lead  in a theatre production, become a Boy 
Scout or Girl Guide leader, or serve their community on a volunteer board.   
 
Annually, the lottery-funded system supports a broad range of programs designed for youth.  It is 
estimated that the Culture Section alone offers nearly 2,700 programs and services that engage 
an average of 400,000 youth participants each year.  (Based on 2014 Statistics) 
 
Whatever path  they take, many  children  and  youth  have received  lasting  benefits  from  their  
experiences in sport, culture and/or recreation that support them in their future aspirations.  
Along with leadership skills and abilities, the social networks they develop – such as ties to their 
basketball league, choir or 4-H club – help to keep these young, talented, innovative people as 
part of the labour force in the province, who – when  ready -  become  eager  to  raise their  
children in this supportive environment.  


